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PDE r. Iv. ver. 6, 7, 8. 


: Keep therefore and do them, for this is your wiſdom, and 


your underſtanding in the ſight of the Nations, which 
ſhall hear all theſe Statutes, and ſay, Surely this great 
Nation is a wiſe and underſtanding People. 
For what Nation is there ſo great, who hath God ſo nigh 
unto them, as the Lord our God is in all Things that we 
call upon him for ? N 


And what Nation is there fo great, that bath Statutes and 


Fudgments ſo righteous, as all this Law which I ſet be- 


fore you this Day®. 


| 7 Hile the Honour of the Nation is ſpread fo far, and car- 
ried ſo high, that the Name of an Engltfhman gives both 
Joy and Terror ; while our Order and Counſels at home, 

and our Conduct and Courage abroad are fo Applauded ; while our 
Fleets and Armies are fo Critically directed, and do Triumph 


every where ; and while the Reign of our Glorious Queen, now 


but in the Beginning of its Fifth Vear, does amaze all the World, 
its Praiſes being Eccho'd from Kingdom to Kingdom; and while 


7 : the Force of 2 great Alliance is „„ by our Counſels, 
= 1 


and animated by our Treaſure, and while every one of our Un- 


dertakings is now ſo ſignally Bleſſed, that our Succeſſes and Tri- 


umphs come ſo thick upon us, as if we were in the Reverſe of 
Job's Condition, that while one Meſſenger is publiſhing great and 
glad Tidings, another alſo comes from another 5 and be- 
re he is done, a Third and Fourth bring us ſuch a Series and 
Progreſs of Victory and Conqueſt; that when all this is laid toge- 
ther, it muſt be acknowledg'd, the Glory of the Nation never 
Shin'd ſo Bright, and its Fame was never Sounded ſo Univerſal] 
in ſo many Parts of the World, as at this Day; What are the juf 
and proper Reflections that ought to poſſeſs us, while under ſuch 
2 wed oa Succeſs, as ſeems to out-do Imagination or Contri- 
vance? Are we to give way to the vain Boaſtings of National 


Pride? Are we only to look at the Inftruments, and to rejoice 


in the Effects of ſuch a happy Scene, as is now open'd, in a Cam- 
paign that is begun beyond what the Vanity of flattering Hope 
could have ſuggeſted, and gives a Proſpect of a happy Concluſion 

of thoſe great Deſigns that have been Undertaken with ſo much 
= Juſtice in the Cauſe, with ſuch Concert in the Counſels, and 
Executed in ſo ſurprizing a Manner, that weare tempted to doubt 

whether we are awake, or are under the deluſions of a pleaſant 


| Dream? Where is this Extaſy of Wonder and Tranſport to carry us? 


Let us Direct it aright, and Improve it as we ought: Let us look 
1 to him who is the firſt Mover and Author of all thoſe great 
lings tlat are done by us and et wh ſo we may ſay as ſincerely 
_— 2 ; 2386 
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mies? And for what Reaſon, and for what Ends, do ſo many Bleſ- 


& 


2. AT, hanksgrving Sermon in the 


as juſtly, Not unto us, not unto us, O Lord, but unto thy 
Name give Glory, for thy Merry and for thy Truths 
ſake : Let us conſider who is he that leads forth our 
Armies, and brings us into the ſtrong Cities of our Ene- 


Pfal. 115. 1. 


ſings compaſs us round about; we are ſafe and quiet Home, we 
ſee a'Proſpe& of Plenty far advanc'd, and we hear promiſing Ti- 
dings of a happy Project of making this Iſland to become one 
People: And from every Hand we ſee to what a Pitch of Honour 
God has brought us. So that all the-reſt of the World looks on 
with wonder; and they do conclude that we are a great, a wiſe, and 
an underſtanding People: 9 1 


What Nation is there ſo great? Or as ſome render the Words, 


what Great Nation is there, who hath God ſo nigh unto them F Egypt 


was then the greateſt Nation in thoſe Parts; but their Gods could 
not Deliver them, while the God of Iſrael had with ſignal and 
repeated Judgments bre ken their Pride, and led forth his*PEople 
with a mighty Hand, and covered, ſupplied, and guarded thEm in 


the Wilderneſs, in which they were then Engaged. Somewhat like 


this appears in our preſent Condition: No Nation can reckon u 

Jo many viſible Characters of God's being near them, as we do all ſee 
and hear at this Day, No-Great Nation can boaſt of any thing like 
them. If there is an Egypt and a Pharaoh:near us, that was once full 
of Wealth, and as full of Adolatry; whoſe Greatneſs made all about 


them either tremble before. them, or ſubmit to them; and whoſe 


Tong and great Proſperity was to many a Stumbling- block, and to 
all a dark Riddle of Providence; which to the Perfidy of Injuſt 
and Cruel Wars, has added a Series of new. and unheard- of Perſe- 
cutions, and is become drunk with che Blood of the Saints, carry- 
ing the Bondage of the 2ſraet of God much farther than the Ez ypti- 
ans did: Who tho' they brought them under a keavy Slavery, yet 
xx-4 g. 8 did not force them to worſbi their Gods; but ſuffered 
them to acknowledge the True God, and to own their 


deſire to ſerve him. This Modern Egypt was become ſo great, that 


no Strength was thought able ro encounter theirs: But now it ap- 
pears that how great ſoever their Pharoah was, great in kris Armies 
and Fleers, great in Counſel and Execution, great in his Authority 
and Treaſure ; yet.now;lI fay, it appears that God is not ſÞ nigh unto 
bim as he is unto us. | 


may be reduced. . 2255 ee ol] 
I. We are to conſider the vifible Characters of Miſd om and Un- 
der ſtanding, of prudent Counſels as well as right Judgments, that 
appear in the whole Frame of our Religion and Conſtitution, 
that muſt needs ſtrike all who obſerve tem. 

TI. The no leſs viſible Characters of God's watching over us and 
protecting us, and his being ſo nigb unto us in att thoſe things for which 
we call upon him; in directing his Creation to ſerve us, in blaſting 

the Deſigns, and infatuating and defeating the Counſels of our E- 
nemies, aud in thoſe glorious Sut᷑eeſſes, chat often, but moſt 15 
f n 


Upon the whole matter, there are Four | 
Heads, to which the Meditations that ariſe out of theſs Words | 
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Cathedral of Sa Ru u, June 27, 1706. 3. 
nally of late, beyond all Example, have been the Wonder of the 
whole World. NES . | Ws 

III. The Ground of thoſe favourable Providences, and the hap- 

Anſwers of our Prayers, 1s our having that Law, thoſe Statutes 
and Judgments which God hath ſet before us, and revealed to us, that 
are Righteous and Holy. This is the Foundation of God's being fo 
near us, and of his hearing our Prayers. 
And IV. The Uſe we ought to make of all this, is to keep roſe 


| Statutes and Judgments, by which we are become ſuch a wi? and 


underſtanding People, to Preſerve them, to be Led by them, and to 
infuſe a juſt Sente of them, both in one another, and in all round 
about us, and to ſpread this all we can; to reckon this is our M 
dom and Underſtanding, to adherè to it, and to improve it. As to 
the firſt of theſe, if we either conſider the State we find our ſelves 
now in, or compare it with that of other Nations, or if we can 
imagine them capable of Reflecting on the Ser vitude they are un- 
der, and the Freedom we are brought to, theſe Characters will be 
ſoon diſcerned. pou 
Firſt, We are an entire Body within our ſelves, capable of judg- 
ing and ſettling all our Concerns : We are nor to ſend to any Fo- 
reign Court to receive Dictates from thence, how we are to Think 
or to A&; we are not bound to ſtay according to another's Con- 
ceit, till all other States and Princes agree to ſome common Meet- 
ing, to deliberate on what relates to our ſelves, and ſo to make a 
ſtop and a full ſtand where the Matters of Religion are concerned, 
or ſeem to be ſo; and then to ſtay till we Conſult the Oracle, 
and there to enter into all that Management, and thoſe: Intrigues, 
which thoſe who are yet entangled with that Yoak, feel ſuffici- 
ently ; tho' they have not the Strength of Mind to break through 
them. We are this happy Body that are now entire within our 
ſelves: Whereas we were before in a Lame and Imperfect State, 
had but the half of that Union and Force with which we now Act. 
A bold Prieſt or a clamorous Monk could then threaten, while a- 
nother Court thundred, if we had dared to meddle with that 
Which they thought, or at leaſt reſolved to fay, was without our 
Sphere, and was their Peculiar. This is that which makes our 
Crown Imperial, that is, our Legiſlation complear ; not that we are 
free from all Reſtraint: We are under the Laws of Nature, and 
thoſe which God has revealed to us: But this is to be fearched 
into and judged by our ſelves: And we are accountable in this 
only to God. A high- ſpirited Prince roſe up in this Nation, and 


whatever his Motives might be, he broke through the Enchant- 


ment; he burſt thoſe Bonds of Slavery and Superſtition, and re- 
ſtored to the Crown and Nation this piece of Natural Liberty; 
and ſuch as ſee or hear of this, tho' laded with all the Prejudicæs 
that Fable and Calumny can lay upon it, mutt needs conclude, 


that we are a wiſe and underſtanding People. 


A Second Character of this Wiſdom, is, That we are no more 
Impliciteor Blindfold in our Religion, neither to any at Home, 
nor to thoſe Abroad: We do no! ut it wp 4 Lecret in a tew 
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4 A Thanksg#ving Sermon in the 
Hands; in Books that are not to be come at, nor in a Worſhip that 
is not to be underſtood, but by Perſons taken into the Confidence. 
We know our Service is a reaſonable one, and that there is Evi- 
dence in our Faith ; therefore we have broke down the Enclo- 
fures within which Divine Matters were mut; we ſearch the Scri- 
ptures and Exhort all to do it, we claim no Infallibility in our De- 
ciſions, nor any Empire over Peoples Minds for their Secrets: We 

. aſſume no other Authority but that of Miniſters 

1 5 * and Diſpenſers: We vouch our Commiſſion for all 

% 17 11. that we Teach, and encourage you to Examine the 
Grounds we go on, and the Reaſons we fer before you. We ſhew 
an Honeſty in leading you thus; and we call on you,to exert your 

Wiſdom and Knowledge in ſearching rhoſe Fountains of Truth, 
chat are open to you as well as to us. If ſome abuſe this Liberty; 
as what is there lo True and fo Sacred, that cannot be defiled by 
Men of bold and impure Minds, yer ſtill it ts a Treating of you 5 
as: becomes Men Born under a freedom of Reaſon and of Will; it AB 
is the guiding Men ſuitably to thoſe Faculties that God has plant 
ed in them, and ro which he leaves them, being to judge us by the 3 

| uſe we have made of them: To this we leave Men, and aſſume no- 

| thing to our ſelves, but that we are his Builders, and yourServants 
for his ſake. How often do thoſe who dare but think freely, look 
on us as a Great and Wiſe Nation, who are neither fettered by 

Superltition, nor under the m_ Terror of an Inquiſition ; a Hell 

0 upon Earth, and a Bondage on the Souls and Bodies of Men, be- 
6 vond all the former Inventions of Tyranny and Cruetty . We have 
9 nqt a Spy on your very Thoughts, to whom all Secrets muſt be 
told, and in whoſe Dictates every one muſt Acquieſce; for what - 
ever their Notions are, yet in common practice, every Prieſt muſt 
be Submitted to and Adored as if he were Infallible, ſince the- 
People muſt take every thing on his Word. * 
Ihirdly, This is not all, we have thrown off a great Bulk that 
lay on Religion, that made the Nation Slothful, and kept it Poor; 
all chat Profuſion of Wealth with which Churches were Enriched, 
and in which Treaſure was Buried and became uſeleſs; all that O- 
ver- charge of Holy-Days, that ſer People looſe from Labour, and 
gave Licenſe to Idleneſs, if not to worſe: All thoſe Seats of Wealth 
And Sloth, which were the beſt of the Kingdom, in which Men li- 
ved in Fafe and Luxury, uſeleſs to the Publick, and-tied by Inte- 
reſt to a Forezgn Dependance; all theſe, I ſay, are now thruwn off. 
Religion is now conkdered as Oye 1 to ſubdue our Minds, 
aud as a Rule to govern our Lives. Labour and Induſtry have ano« 
cher Face, every Lhing is ifnproved and cixcukees for a Common 
Good. Ir is true, that the Service of God is in many Places too 
much ſtarved among us j but as this is an Effect of the Devouring, 
Rarenouſneſs of the Harpics that then neſtled among us, ſo Go 
| be chanked he has pur it in the Queen's Hen to lay down cer - 
tain Method, that with the help of ſome timo will eſſectually free 
us froth this Miſery, under which the Practices of Monks, with the 
Favour and Exemptions they had from Remeyad brovght us. 
| Faurchly,, 
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1 Z Fourthly, Ir appears to all the World how wiſe we are, in the 
. = Calm appy Quiet in which all Perſons do live among us, with 


yet enjoy that Quiet which they rake ſo much pains to diſturb: 
But what Meaſures ſoever may be put to reſtrain or regulate this, 
yet the Mildneſs of our Religion, as well as of our Government, 
makes us a Common Sanctuary, increafes Induſtry and Treature 
nnd it maintains among us a happy Calm, while the reſt of the 
World is in a Storm; which cannot break in upon us, while eve- 
ry one is Eaty, Safe and Happy; wet a9 out nor Breaking in 
upon us. How do all wiſe Obſervers fay, Happy and Wiſe is 24 
People that is in ſuch a Caſe. » | 272809 
> Fifthly, Our Conſtitution, as to our Civil and Temporal Con- 

2 cerns, may be well brought into the Account, as the Jewifh Con- 
ſtitution was a part of the Law given them. In this reſpect we 
are alſo the Wonder of the World, ſince we feem to be fertled in 
the happy Mean, between the Levelling and Confuſion of Popu- 

> hr Governments, and the Tyranny and Oppreſſion of Abſolute 
Ones. We made an Experiment that coft us dear; but that con- 
vinced all wiſe Men that we are not capable of being reduc'd 0 
n Equality: And by another Experiment, we tried how far we 
could go in an entire Truſt to an unlimited one; many ſeem'd 

_ weary of their Liberties, they threw up their Charters, and put 

ſo much in a ſingle Power, that if this Error we made had been 
> skilfully manag'd, in ſlower, but ſurer Steps, all would have been 


d She. nn i ES: it. a fn 2 , br ore io io 


: Facrificed; but thro' the Follies of Men, as well as the Goodneſs _ 
„ok Cod, we are not only re. inſtated in our firit Conſtitution, but 
„have Fortified, as well as Eftabliſh'd it; ſo that now Men are Safe 
3 _ in their Property, Secure in their Induſtry, and all are Happy in 
I A 4 welkbalanc'd Liberty; where, yet, Authority has a great Strength; 
8 and there is, at preſent, ſuch a blefled Union, in all the Parts that 
cdompoſe our Conſtitution, that the Effects this has over all the- 
f. World are Viſtble. Theſe give our ſelves great Cauſe: of Joy at 
I Home, and as great Cauſe of Wonder to all Abroad, v: ho ſenſibly 
„Nel char as we are Conſtituted, we area Wife and Unaerft andingheepie. 
n | The Second Head propos d, was to conſider, The. Viſible Cha- 
o 28ers of God's watching over, and his being nigh unto ns at 

I thoſe things for which we call upon him. This may be reduc'd to a 
4 == Threefold Order of Inftznces : . Re 4 
- . I. In his DifeQting the Creation, fo that the I/ iſenſible Parr of 
e is Works, Seas, Winds, and Seafons have favo{rd us. 
& II. In che Infatuation, the Blaſting and the Defearing ef the- 

| | Counſels and Deſigns of our Enemies. OTE = 


A+ H. E 


6. „ 4A. hanksgiving Sermon in the 


7 In the Happy Dire&ion and Bleſſed Succeſs he has follow- 
eg us with, - + OE NL Ai e 2d ne; 
In the Firſt of theſe, that are the immediate Work of. Heaven 
and of Nature, in which no Wiſdom nor Strength of Man. has an 
ſhare, we have many Eminent Inſtances, in all which. we mu 
diſcern eſpecial Pirection of Providence. Of theſe I ſhall Name 
X %¼¼ * a A ae hn 97 

In the Famous Eighty Eight, almoſt Sixſcore Years ago, when 
the Greateſt Fleet that the Seas till then had, ever carried, was ſent 
to Conquer us, that was to bring upon us a Great, a well-T rained, 


S « 4 ' 
41 +4 wt 


„ 


and a Victorious Army from Flanders, when we had a ſmall Force 


at Sea, not able to look them in the Face, and were yet weaker at 
Land, fo that we were mark d out for a Prey; it pleas d God to 


give ſuch a Direction to the Sea and Winds, that this Force could 
never be brought together 1 but Was Broken, Stranded , Shatter' d, = 


and forced to Return in an Inglorious and Ruined State. This 
was the Work of Cd and in it che Deſigns of our Enemies for that 
Time were o entitely defeated, that they never thought of re- 
turning to them apy more. 
A Second Inſtance was a Hundred Years after that, in a Second 
Glorious and Happy 88; which we ſaw, and itistobe hop'd, will 
remember long, and tell it to thoſe who, come after us. Then, 
when Things were run to ſuch Extremities, that a dangerous Un- 
_ dertaking, in the moſt dangerous Seaſon of the Year, was thougln 
Neceſſary ;. we 5 with a rough beginning, which our Enemies 
gp Penne the Deſign; our Loſs was inconſiderable. A Se- 
copd Attempt was not only more Proſperous, but there was ſuch 
a Dixettion of Winds, that changed in the Critical Minute as we 
1 it, and turned, when we were ſecured, into ſuch a Storm, 
liabld from. 


* 


further Action for that Seaſon. Ann wit +4; 
+AtThird Inſtance was four Years after that, when pur Egemies 
we're before- hand with us in their Preparations, and Wexe in our 
Seay betore we were ready for them, and had an Army. brought 
dow to poi in upon us, when our Force was, beyond Sea, ſo 


on 


ier tent againſt us was ſo thatter'd, by its Force, as'to be 


that we were Naked at Home ; then moſt of the Month of May 3 


7 * 
450 . 


aur. Fleer Was briQu: ht rogether, and then we had a glonous, Cto- 
Ty, matle a waſt D-eſtru&ion of their Strength at Sea, and w ere, for 


that time, ſe cured from the Fears of an Invaſion. : 


Was, cond ary ti the Courſe of Seaſons, one continued I Or Till 


A Fourth 1 uſtan ce, not unlike this, happen's again Four Years * 


after that, In en an Invaſion was deſigned ; but to make it ſure,a 
Black Deſign 014-48 Aſlaſſination was ſo ſecretly. laid Fier no Suſpi- 


cion n had ot the Qne or the other: Then a great El n 
for Cadiæ, was } «6pt in Port for want of an E ſt-Wind, a u hole 
Winter ; when tl nbſe Winds are almoſt conſtant, the Seaſon ſcem- 
ed changed; but x, vhen it,pleas'd, God to ropchthe. Heatts of fome 


uche were engaged in that curſed Conſpiracy, tô 'Diſc6ver it to 1 


Prince who did not and indeed comer ſuſpeR it from angther, 
becauſe he himſeh © was not capable of entertaining ſuch 3 
* N Thought, 
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Thought, and was not eaſily brought to believe it of others: 
Then we felt that we had a great Strength at Sea, ready at hand, 
fixed in our Parts to ſecure and preſerve us. 4 8 
I ſhall add but One more, which we do now rejoice in. We 
have great Fleers ſent out to a vaſt Diſtance, where we have no 
Place to retreat to, or be ſecure in; yet God has led out and 
brought home our Fleets ſafe, and that in the worſt Seaſons: And 
now of late, when our Enemies who lay near, thought to have pre- 
vented us, and to compleat their Deſigns before our Fleets could 
come to diſturb or defeat them; it pleaſed God fo to blaſt their 
Attempts, that two Storms retarded them: But when all feemed 
near loſt, contrary Winds ſtopt our Fleets ſo long, as to give a 
Great Prince Occaſion to diſtinguiſh himſelf with eminent Glory, 
and to let thoſe about him be brought very near the laſt Extremi- 
ties; by which they felt the Need, as well as the Scaſonableneſs 
of our Aſſiſtance Then a favourable Gale brought on our Fleet, 
which made theirs give way, and broke the whole Deſign ; which 
we hope has turned glorioully in a Progreſs of Victory, ſince that 
time. Thus we ſee, that he whom the Seas and the Winds obey, . 
has watched over us, and has made his Creation ſerve us in many 
ſignal and critical Occaſions. Many more might be named. The 
” conſtant Succels in thoſe frequent Paſſages from hence to our Al- 
les, and from them to us, without Misfortunes, is one continued” 
Bleſhng. 1 M 
The Second Sort of Inſtances, in which the Providence of God. 
has in a very eminent manner watched over us, is, The Infatua- 
ting and Defeating the Counſels and Deſigns of our Enemies. 
Among many; I ſhall ſingle out a few. fo Aga 3 1411 
In tlie Long and Glorious Reign of Q. Elixabeth, when a Popiſh 
2 Succetſor, with a ſtrong Party at home, and a much ſtronger a- 
broad that favour'd her, gave great Cauſe of Fear; our Enemies 
mics tell into ſuch a Courſe of Black Conſpiracies againſt the Perſon of 
3, our that Queen, Which, asthey were happily diſcover'd, fo they forced 
| the Nation and that Queey to fiee themſelves from thoſe Dangers, 
by putting her out of the way, who was not only the Occahon of 
them all, but was drawn in to be concern'd in tome of them: 
And tho there ſeems to be a Blemiſh in the fatal Concluſion of the 
Life of that unhappy Princeſs; yer they were moſt to be blamed, 
who never gave over Plotting as long as they had that Succeſſion 
in proſpect. The Gbhſtinacy with which the great Prince, who 
was thenithe chief Strength of that Religion, purſued his Cruelty 
in the Netherlands; weaken'd 4 Force, and diſſipated a Treaſure, be- 
fore whigh nothing could have ſtood, if it had been right app lied, 
[Pn mean i noon i ein SG 9, 
Another of thoſe Inſtances, was the execrable Contrivance, and 
the unaccountable Diſeovery of the Gunpowder-Plot. I hey had 
thema Prince among us, chat was but too much inclined to truſt 
them, ot àt leaſt not co provoke them; yet becauſe they could not | 
have alł at ongerthar-they had premiſed themſelves, they laid the | 
Bladkeit Deſign that can be found in Hiſtory.: Invergion and Pore 
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cannot ya beyond it: It was ſo bad, and they were ſo ſittle 

nt Ae wor gk nothing of any fort, much els of 10 unheard-of a 
ntrivance, was ſuſpected. Anill-govern'd Fondnels of a Siſter 
to ſave a Brother, gave the Hint that brought all co light. This 
raiſed ſuch a Spirit in the Nation, that even the Inclinations of the 
Prince could not maſter it; it kindled a Jealouſie, and inflamed a 


Zeal, that could not be withſtood. 


34%. When God, to puniſh us for our other Sins, left us to a 
Giddinefs and Fury at home, which broke out into a Bloody Re- 


bellion, in which much Blood, and that of the beſt ſort, Sacred p 
Blood, was by a deteſtable and unparallerd Practice ſhed ; yet then | 
our Enemies were not able to take advantage of thoſe Diſtracti- 


ons, to get Footing among us. This had been more dreadful, and 
not ſo ſoon cured: But the Neighbouring Power which was only 


able to effect it, was then in the Management of a ſordid and baſe. 


minded Cardinal, who was amaſſing Wealth to himſelf, and there- 
fore would engage in nothing that might turn the Treaſure that 
he was engroſſing another way: So after our Madneſs had only 
hurt our ſelves, it pleaſed God to deliver us from it, to bring us 
ſo far to our Senſes, as to ſee that we could not arrive at a Settle- 
ment, but by returning to our Old Foundations, and to that hap- 


1 85 Conſtitution in which we were eſtabliſh'd at our Reformation. 


little did our Enemies ſee or improve their Advantages 
4thly. Thoſe who had deſign'd a New Empire, had ſuch a fatal 
Aſcendant in our Councils, as to engage us in a Cauſelels and Un- 
juſt War with our neareſt Neighbours, and our belt Friends. In 
the firſt opening of that War we had an unſpeakable Advantage, 


that was not purſued : It was followed with a Train of moſt dii- 
mal Calamities; ſo that we got out of the War as poorly, as we 
begun it unjuſtly. 5 


A Second War with thoſe Provinces was begun in ſuch a man» 
ner, as to threaten their utter Ruin ; after which we muſt have 
been the next Sacrifice. But all our Part in it mifcarried, and God 
raiſed up to them a Deliverer, who in another Scene was to be 
ours likewiſe : With that, the Conſternation went off, and a neu- 


Spirit animated them, and revived a State, counted by alt chen as 1 


ſinking and dying. Our poor Management, and the inſatiable 
Graſpings of a cruel Invader, loſt the firſt Advantages, and was 
the occaſion of recovering what ſeemed paſt all Hope, 8 
Ftbly. A fatal Scene was opened among us, when a Prince was 
on the Throne, who was perverted and deluded by our Enemies. 


In Oppoſition to thoſe who wiſely apprehended that it was impoſ- J a 


ſible our Religion could long ſubſiſt, while à Prince engaged to 


_ deſtroy it wore the Crown, he was born up with a Zeal that gave 
a juſt Title to expect good Returns, and a Performance of Promi- 


ſes ; yet all ſoon ſaw how vain that Hope was; and that the En- 
chantments of that Religion are too ſtrang to be reſiſted, Then 
what a Succeſſion of weak, but violent Councils did the whole Na- 
tion fee * They all apprehended rhe diſmal Confequences of them; 


Perhaps it was too 1oon forgot by thoſe, wha only apprehend ed; | 


Dienen, 


3 nd ſaw all rhe Species happily Recoined, without the leaſt Mu- 


ht. At. Be. 
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did not feel them, and wanted that Inſtruction that is neceſ- 


ngrh, did 


by on Princes, and none of the Men of Might found their Hands. 


Fince that time, and moſt eminently of late, the Councils of our 
Fnemies, which were formerly but too well laid, and roo well 


; ed, as all Europe felt, are now as much the Scorn, as they 
ere wont to be the Terror of the World. 


I go next to the Third Sort of Inſtances, of the Extraordinary 
. | and Bleſſing that appears in our Counſels, and in the 


*Execution of them. 


We are happy at Home in plentiful Seaſons, in great Improve- 


ments, in a happy Induſtry, and in a flouriſhing Trade, which has 
4 on growing 12 us ever ſince the Reformation. Our Soil is eul- 
ivated, our Numbers are doubled and trebled, our great City is 


even in our time vaſtly increaſed, our Stock, our Arable, every 
ching among us grows. Our Plantations, like fo many Nations, ale 
pdecome numerous and powerful: We are quiet at home, ſafe from 
the Alarms of War, and by all that appears in our way of Living, 
ye ſeem not to feel the great Conſumption it makes. The Publick 
Credit is high at Home and Abroad, and we have ſeen in our ewn 
Time Two ſuck Proofs of the Wealth of the Nation, that none 
e them are in Hiſtory. When a devouring Fire had burnt down. 
uch an Extent of the City, then ſo full of Wealth, and in a time of 


War; yer the Loſs of ſo many Millions was fo ſoon digeſted, that 
in Five Years time all was Rebuilt moſt magnificently : And how 


ſenſible foever this was te particular Perſons, the Publick did not 
fFuffer, and was not exhauſted, nor made a Prey by it. But to ccme 
pearer the preſent Time; when the Enemies and Robbers of the 
Publick had brought our Coin to ſo low a Value, that its Cu 

uld be no longer maintained; then, tho' engaged in a moſt exe. 


nſive War, we went through a dangerous but nece{lary Cure, 
tiny or Diſorder : That went beyond all Men's Expectation. 
pay diſcern fignal Characters in them. That Two Queens ſhould 


Terror of that Age, as we hope the other ſhall break that which 


+ the Terror of our Time; who is now entring on the Fifth Year 


pf Her Reign, with a conſtant Courſe of Succeſs and ViQory,und 


 Fithour any one conſiderable Misfortune to balance it; are to be 


terkon d among the Miracles of Providence. 7hrs is 


24 ill be ro all ſucceeding Ages, when they read the Hiſtory of 
"He preſent Time. 8 


I „ 
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Difidyantages, He had not any one Advantage, but that he was 


r to teach Fools Wiſdom, How ſoon did that whole Frame fall 
JF pieces; and how little of true Wiſdom, or ſolid Stre 
ere appear, when it came to a Struggle? Contempt was poured 


A a. If we conſider the Inſtruments that God has raiſed up, we 


Have governed us ſo happily, carried on great and long Wars with: 
ſuch Conduct and Succeſs; that the one broke the Power that was 


he Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes; as it 178. Df. 23. 


God raiſed up a mighty Deliverer, firſt ro the Country in which 
$6 was Born, and then to us, who began his Courſe with all poſſi- 


deſcended 
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deſcended from a Race of Heroes, who are the Wonders of Hiſtory, 
A Series of Misfortunes helped in reverſe to common Events to 
raiſe himyto hew the fixed Intrepidity of his Mind, and a true 

Jygdgmeant, tg tec, what ſeemed deſperate. He led forth our Ar. 
migs,he r<gicd Kingdoms, and wore, out a weak Body in the con- len 

ſtaut Fatignes of War and Buſineſs. He bore much IL Uſage where ofte 
he lad leaſt xeaſon to expett it. In this there might be ſome (and 
but ſome) Reſtraint while he lived; but upon his Death it broke 
out in ſo many ingrateful, indecent and bale Inſtances, that one is 
aſhamed to reflect on it, and wiſhes it could be forgot! But is that 
polſivie ! Yer he lived to finiſh one War, and to lay the Projed 


ot another. a | EN 2F 
We have now another Glorious Inſtrument of Providence, who 
ſet.out with no great Advantages, and was in a few Years ſo quick. 
Iy formed and finiſhed, that a happy Preſence of Mind, as well as of 
Perſon, a true Judgment, and a calm Courage, hasraifed him to the 
greateſt Height that any Subject has ever grown up to. All are 
willingly commanded by him: Great Princes and Mighty States 


* ſubmit to his Counſels; whom Entire Victories and Glorious Con- Y 
* queſts have diſtinguiſhed in ſo particular a manner, that at firſt we 
* were tempted to doubt whether the thing was real, or only the En- 
5 chantment of a ſudden Dream: But what Imagination can repre- 


ſent Things ſo great as what he really performs ? In a word, he 
80. Pf 17 is one of the Men of God f right hand, whom he ha. 
e made ſtrong for himſelf. ; 3 | 2 
z3aly. A Spirit of exalted and ardent Courage ſeems ſpread thro' 
our Armies and Fleets : They run to Battels with ſo bold an In- 
trepidity, that we ſeem to be near the State promiſed, That one 
ſhall chaſe a thouſand. Our Men go to Action as aſ. 
ſured of Victory, being reſolved to Conquer, or 
to Die. A happy Union of ſeveral Nations and different Religi- | 
ons ſerms fix d: No Diſguſt nor Factions are to be heard of; and 
tho' rhe Prudence, the Softneſs, and Dexterity of their Great 


32 Deut 30. 


[i General, has a large {hare in this, yet the Glory of it is moſt emi- 
1 nently the Work and Finger of Gt. 
5 Al. Signal and Entire Victories have been ſo little known in 
0 our Age, that it was thought none of theſe ſhould be any more 
. heard of. The Honour of an Action, the cutting off tome Bo- 
8 dies, the taking ſome Priſoners, with other Enſigns of Victory, 
li! was all that we were accuſtomed to hear of; and the taking one £ 


Town, or two, was reckoned that which made a happy Campaign. 
But now we ſec whole Armies mowed down, or taken Priſoners ; 
great Countries reduced ; I owns which have coſt whole Cam- 
paigns, have not ſtood before usone Week ; and in many different! 

Places at once, Victory and Triumph follows us, without the A- ©® W. 
batement of any one Miicarriage or Misfortune ; Thar all this has 1 Ap 


colt ſo little Blood, as well as Time; that a Campaign is opened, Ver 
and in its firſt: Scene and Motions, has as much Glory as we could : 
have withed for in the end of a moſt ſucceſsful one; theſe are Sav 
ſtrange Steps, or rather Wonders of Providence. -  .. . | Ma 
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A ſeems incredible. To fave the Empire, when it was threatned 
with a ſpeedy Revolution; to reſcue Spain from a Perfigious Inva- 
| der, and to reſtore it to the Righrful Owner; will appear in Hi- 
ſtory liker the Adventures of an Imaginary Hero, than the Per- 
formance of one Nation, and of one Queen; and that in ſo ſhort 
-* time; and that every thing ſhould come in its proper Seaſon, 
2 when moſt needed, and in the greateſt Extremity. All this carries 
n it ſuch a Combination of Bleſſings, that we cannot enough cele- 


_ xthly. That ſo many Princes ſhould-in ſuch remote Parts feel ſo 


Critical a Deliverance by our Means, is another Inſtance that chal- 


Jenges our Wonder. The Sea was our Element, in which we have 
often Triumph'd : But to ſend a great Army into the Heart of 
Germany ; to have a great Strengrh inThree Parts of Spainat once ; 
to ſupport a Great Prince in Italy, and to pay another Army there; 


brate it. We are now convinced at whoſe Door it ought to be laid, 
if every Campaign has not been equally Glorious; what was re- 
tarded in one, when our Great General met not with the Concur- 
rence he had reaſon to expect, was only reſerved to Crown another 
with a more entire and amazing Glory. Thus it appears in tow 


prevent us with his Bleſſings. What is the teaſon of all this? What 
can we ſay to defend the Juſtice and Wiſdom of Providence ® Are 
there Partialities in God ? or are we ſuch a People to have 3 Right 
to ſuch a Diſtin&tion ? Let us then fee what Applogy is to be made 
for ſuch a ſingular Courſe of Bleſſings. Tnis leads me to the Third 
eee. 3 
The Ground of all is our having that Law, and thoſgsStatutes and 
Tudgments which God has ſet before us, and revealed to us, which 


1. We Worthip him without any mixture of Idolatry: Our 
Temples are no more defiled with Images, nor our Altars with 
Bread Worſhip. This is the Foundation of true Religion; Goats a 
Spirit, and will be worſhipped in ſpirit andtvuth. And 
tho' the Old Diſpenſation did in many things com- 7. 3 
ply with the Infirmities of the Jews, yet in the point of Idolatry, 
their Religion was pure, and their Worſhip was undefiled. Certain- 
ly no Relaxation was made in this Matter by che new ; yet what 
was that which carried rhe Name of the Chriſtian Church grown 
to? In ſome Places it teemed to have outdone Hearhenilmn it ſelf, 
in the groſſeſt Objects of Worſhip, with all the Superſtition and 
Pageantry, T had almoſt ſaid, the Magick of the Gentile World. 
We have none of thoſe tempting Objects in view, to debaſe our 
Apprehenſions of God, and to make his Worſhip an Opera and Di- 
verſion, rather than a ſerious and ſolemn Addreis to God. | 

2. We acknowledge Jeſus Chriſt the Anointed of God, and the 
Saviour of the World, and the only Mediator berween God and 
Man: We truſt to that Mediation, and come unto God only thro 
him, with our Praiſes and Prayers; without thinking he wants aſ- 
Aſtance, and needs a Partnerſhip, to give the more force to his In- 

* terceſſions. 


S. John 23. 
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terceſſions. We have no Recourſe to Angels or Saints, nor eren 
to his Bleſſed Mother. We know he both hears and offers up o 


= 
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Payers, and we reckon we are ſafe and happy in his being our Au. 
voce and Interceſſor. In this other Branch of Idolatry, Judaiſm 7. 


was likewiſe pure; no, Compliance was then allowed to the Wor. 7 


ſhip of Baalim, thoſe ſecondary Gods, ſubaltern to the Great God, | 


under whoſe Protection the Nations put themſelves. Who could 
have thought that ſuch a Corruption in Worſhip, fo cont:ary to 
the Nature of Things, and the moſt expreſs Doctrines of the Golpel, 
could have broke in upon Chriftexdom? Vet we know who is tie > 


Mother of theſe Fornications ; from which God has ſo happily reſcued 


us, and which gives us a ſure Title to the Interceſſion and Pro. 


tection of the Son of God. 


3. The State of Religion among us is freed from all thoſe Pra. 3 
&ices that had enervated true Holineſs,and thoſe Methods to make 


Men ſafe in their Sins, or to compound for them; to give an Af. * 
ter-game in Purgatory, and to put it in a Prieſt's Power to Abſolve or 


from Sins, and in the:Pope's to Diſpenſe, and to Ind 


ulge,to break 


Vows, and to diſſolve Oaths, and all the moſt ſacred Ties: In ſhort, | 


to make Men in reverſe to the moſt expreſs Declarations made in 


the New Teſtamentof theindiſpenſible Neceſſity of true Holineſs; 


do 


y for their Sins, to purchaſe Licenſes to continue in Sin, and 
to that the Enriching a Shrine, a Relique, or a Church, coul 
atone for Sin, with all the ſhameful Merchandize and Proſtitution | 


of Holy Thiags, which has ſo long corrupted Religion. From all | . 


this, God in his Mercy has delivered us; who, whatever our Pra. 
Aices may be, yet are honeſtly taught, that without Holineſs we ſhalt 


not ſee the Lord. „„ 15 
J. We teach the Duties of Univerſal Love and Charity evęn to 
Enemies, and to thoſe who oppoſe themſelves : We will ſtay God's 

T; time, in Nelne, inſtructing them, and ix dur Patience 
* IIm. 2.25. „Ning our ſelves. We 18 not only Croiſades and 
Inquiſitions, but even leiſer Severities, as contrary both to the Rule 

S Lule of doing to others as we would have others do to ws, and 

21. 8. Luke to that tender Love and Compaſſion which our Sa- 
* viour has in fo particular a manner recommended to 
us, both by his Example, and in his Doctrine. . 1 
5. In the Wars in which we are now engaged, and in the Quar- 
rel that we have eſpouſed, we are ſure, aa” and Faith, and all 

that is Sacred among Men, are of our fide. We do not Fight for 
_ Glory or Conqueſt, out of Ambition, Self-Intereſt, or Revenge: 
We tupport a Prince, or rather a Combination of Princes, againſt 

a Perfidious Breaker of Treaties, and a Deſpiſer of Oaths; whom 
no Ties, no Faith can bind; who has now for half a Century, 
ſpread Death and Deſtruction without, round about him, as well 
as Ruin and Miſery within among his own unhappy Subje&s. 
Our prefent War ariſes from a bold Breach of Faith and Treaty, 
colour'd with this Impudent Pretenſion, That he purſues the Spi- 


rit of the Treaty, tho he departs from the Words: Since he broke 


it to maintain the Peace of Europe, by bringing is all in . 
; * ö 
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oak: We maintain a Prince in purſuance of a long fixed Settle- 


1 ment, and of many Alliances oft rene w'd; which is certainly as 
eren 1awful, and as much a Duty in Princes and States, as it is in private 
4 As XZ Perſons to reſcue Men out of the Hands of Robbers. Beſides, that 


daiſm te Defence of Neighbouring Princes is really the Defence of our 
Won. © ſelves; theſe being as Outworks to us, and Allies to aſſiſt us, when 
God in another Turn we may come to need their Help. So that as our 

9% Religion is good, ſo our Cauſe is juſt; and we may look on Victo- 


2 ries asthe ſolemn Deciſrons of him who [its upon the pf 0. 
ay to 2 i Ty avsaSion 9: 1. 4. 
! '\ # Throne, and judges right. Succeſs is not alwaysavign 7 


Abel. 4 of God's favouring a Cauſe. It has been long on our Enemies ſide: 
So that alone is not to be ſet up. But greatSucceſſes in a juſt War, ac- 
pro. cCompanied with ſo many Critical Circumſtances, may be well look'd 
M on as God's anſwering the Appeal that is made to him; ſo that we 
| may ſay, Verily there is a God that judges in the Earth. | 
Pra. n theſe are his righteous Judgments. | 58. Pf. 12. 


n Af. f khe Sum and Concluſion of the whole Matter, is the Uſe that we ought to me 
)folve > of all thoſe Signal Bleſſings that we have lo long enjoyed, and that of late have 
break keen redoubled to us, in ſuch vnheard-ot and amazing V«tories, 

1 1. Let us look up to God, and rejoice in him; who givesſuch Vi. 124 -Of we 
2 Rories to Kings, and that has delivered, it not our David, yet the Fe 23-3 
Captain of our Holte, both from the hurtful! Sword, and from great and eie 
> Pangers that came lo near his Perſen. Pleſſed be bis Name, that it came 
no nearer ; otherwiſe that great Vitory had coſt us dear. Let us not rob God of 
any part of the Glory dur to bis Name, or alcribe it too much to the Valour of 
our Men, or the Wiſdom and Courage of thoſe who lead them, This is one of 
ution 77 the pecuhar Characters of Providence, that it has been otten obier ved. tha: an in. 
mall tatuation, a Diſtraction, a Depreſſion and a Sinking ot Spirit runs thro* or.» tides 

= white there is Union and Order, wile Counſels zd gallant Perturinmmces on the o- 
e ſhal tber. Let us offer up the Honour ot this to God, and humbly bleſs hüneterit. 

22½. Let us with all grateful Duty, pay juſt Acknowlecgments to er whom 
Jod has ſer over us, and in lome reſpects over all theſe Parts of the World: Me 


en to da now know, that God bes his Anointed, and hrars Her from WS - - 
God's his boly Heaven, Her Glory is great in tbe Salvation that God has hey pl. 5 5 
trence | Wrought by Her means, Spe puts ber truſt in tte Lord, and ber” * b 50140 
< arid. Enemies feel ber band; and we truſt She hall find out thoſe who ':2te ber, Can 


there be any ſuch! Let us rejoice in Her Government, and ſtudy to wake it as ea- 
Rule % to Her, as She makes it happy to us. Under Her, let all the Returas of Ho. 
, and | our and Publick Reſpect be put ou the Man whom the Queen eelights ter honour, 
ir Sa- we whom God has honourtd and d iſticguithed in fo peculiar a manner. Let neither 
ld s, la nor Jealouſy, Slander or Detrachion, lefien thole great and juſt Praiſes that 
cato | n abroad pay him: What Shame, it thole at home are wanting in this! Let all 
I þ theother Cœadteters of Hur Eleets and Armies, hare a juſt and grateful Senſe ot 
Quare | ter Merit and great Services paid them; who by their Glorious Perturmances a+: 
nd all broad, give us the Prolpect of Peace and Happineſs at home. Aud let not thoſe 
ht f want their Share of the publick Joy, who by their wile and provident Care at» 
T tor home, turniſh and lupport every Unng abroad, with ſuch Oeconomy, aud fo ex- 
enge: actly above even all Hope, as much as beyond all Example. SLAIN TS 
gainſt 34%. Let us contimie ſtill te truſt in that God, who /eads us into the ron: -d 


1 


hom of our Enemies, and goes forth with our Armies: Let us bear our Furden yet with 
| I Patience, and not rut 
tury. lceacherous Enem/ 


fay offer us, as an Artifice to dispbint a great Alliance, and 
well I 0piat to lay vs Ale ep, till he can recruit and recover that Force and Treaſure 
Ss ch is now fonghr extanlied z that ſo the Iimpatience of thoſe who are uneaf) 
reaty, Wider an anavoidable Exponge, may not again, as It did Niue Tears ago, lole a 
TY FYVUNMAges, We both lee what Realon we have to truſt in God, and not 10 triift 


broke 
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with too much Precipitation into uch a Falle Peace, as a 
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and far ever. 


14 A Thanksgjving Sermon, &. 
to ſo much Perfidy as our Enemies have given ſo many Proofs, of, till it is out cf 
their power to break thro” a ſolid and well-balanc'd Peace; which we are lure 


will come ſo much both the ſooner and the better, the gels we are in halle to pro. 


cure or meet it: And when it comes on ſo juſt and fo honourable a bottom, we may 
then hope to ſee a Golden Age, inſtead of an Iron one we have noa gone thro”, 
- 4thly. Let us ſtudy to maintain Peace and Quiet at home, with à Spirit of uni. 
verſal Love, and with that Moderation that has been to oft recommended from tlie 
Throne. But, in ſpite both of Duty and Decency, how acceptable ſever a Sound, 
that Word has ever carried, and how much ſoever it has been always pferended to 
even by thole who were furtheſt from it; yet ſome have diſcharged their ill Hu- 
mour even on that harmleſs Word. Was it the worſe liked, becauſe it was uſes 
by that Sacred Peron} Let us thudy, it it is poſſible, even to gain, thoſe, who 
have given us too much cauſe to think they do not rejoice in our Succeſſes. U 
knows, if while God and Man appear to bt fo eminently of our fide, but at laſt c. 
ven they may become athamed of their Practices, and cured of their Follies But 
it theſe are paſt hope, yet while we ought to watch againlt their Deſigns, let us 
oo them uo Advavrages. Let alt who, love the Queen, and who love Envlund, 
ove one another. Let thoſe who divide from us, confider what they do in kee;. 
ing up a Diviſion, that is ſuch a Handle to our Enemies, and gives them ſuch a 
Colour to intuſe in the Minds of People too apt to be deluded | ark, ſpitetul, but 
groundleſs Jealoulies. Let us of the Church ttudy to gain them by a Spirit © 
Love, and by the Strength ot Argument; which Mea will hear, who caimot }; 


| _— on by Clamour and ill Uſage Let us {tudyto build up our Church, which i; 


the Glory of our Land, and of all Lands; and go on with the Great Deſigns no 

on foot, till we make thoſe aſhamed, who, are ſilent as to that which is our true 

and greateſt Danger, and would fill People with frightful Apprehevſions ot Dau. 
r, when none Appears, except. what may ariſe from them, and from that! 
emper with which they endeavour to poyſon ſo may. 
stbly. In the laſt Place, which muſt fecure all the reſt, let ys adhere firmly t. 


our Holy Religion, and walk ſuitably to it. Let Impiety and Prophanenels, Vic: 
and Immorality be deteſted and forſaken by us. We have enjoyed more Tem. = 
ral Ne ſſings ſince the Reformation, than ever we knew ſince we were a Nation. 


We were threatnedof late in an unhappy Reign, and ſince by a long War, to (cc 
ie taken from us ; and let us but think how near we were of late to have bolt all, 
if it had pleaſed God that the Succeſſes of this Year had been as great on our . 
nemies de, as they have been on ours. This may let us ſee in how great a Danger 
we are, not an imaginary ove at home, but a real one abroad: But God has with 
a mighty Hand itill protected us. Jet us then ſtudy to walk worthy of all thi; 
1 Food neſs; Let it appear in our Lives, that we are delivered 

No 7 75. — our Enemies, to ſerve God without fear , in bolineſs and 
righteouſneſs before him all the days of our life, Let our Joy on theſe Occattons be 
grave and ſober ; fuch as becomes Men and Chriſtians, Let us live more like a 
Nation favoured and bleſſed of God; humbly rejoicing in him, paying our Vows 
to him, and living for the future in ſuch a Courſe of Virtue and Holineſs, «: 
Keckneſs and Charity, and of true and ſerious Piety, that fo God may {til} bie“ 
us, and the Qpeen whom he has ſet over us; that She may be bleſs'd in all Her 
Councils and Undertakings; that She may procure (I do not ule the vain Word 1». 
much uſed in this Age, give) ſuch a Peace to all Europe, as may ſettle the Balance, 
aud ſecure the Quiet o 


on; by which the ignorance of fooliſh Men may be put to ſilence. And that ve 
may be Bleſſings to Her as She is to us; tor this will be our Viſdom and Underſtand = 
ing both in the ſight of God, and of all Nations: And this will at lalt bring us to = 
thoſe Regions above, where all is Harmony and Peace, Light and Love, Thin 
God of bis infinite Mercy bring us, thro? Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: To bim be Glen 
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the World: And that She may Reign long and happy, tc . 
fmiſhall the good and great Deſigns She has for our Church and the whole Nat.. 
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